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SERMON: 


2 CHRON. XX. 3, 4. 
AND JEHOSAPHAT FEARED, AND SET HIMSELF TO SEEK | 
THE LORD, AND PROCLAJMED A FAST THROUGH- 
our ALL JUDEA. ' AND JUDAH GATHERED THEM- 
. SELVES TOGETHER TO ASK HELP OF THE LORD: 
EVEN OUT OF ALL THE . CITIES OF JUDAR THEY 
"CAME TO SEEK (Te 8 


Ir 4 his been the cuſtom of all nations, 
| not. of thoſe only who have been enlight- 


| ened with the knowledge of the true Goo, 
but in general amongſt every people where 
a religious belief or worſhip has prevailed, 
f when engaged in any ſerious and import- 
ant enterpriſe, to implore the aſſiſtance of 

N that Supreme Power, in aid of their own 
feeble 
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feeble endeavours; ; to appeal to its juſtice 
for the merits of their cauſe; and to con- 


fide themſelves | to. its s_ protection for the XX 


event. 
A remarkable inſtance of this cuſtom, 


and of its effects, appears in that part of 
ſacred hiſtory, from which 1 have taken 
the ſubject of this diſcourſe. 


And we ſhall find; perhaps, upon e ez 
amination, that this is not the only eir- 


cumſtance in the reign of Jehoſaphat, in 
which reſemblances may be diſcovered, and 


from which. inferences may be drawn, ap- 
plicable, in a very ſingular degree, to this 
country, and to theſe times. 

If Jchoſaphat was diſtingaiſhed PE his 


| piety. and good works; if he had riches and 


and honours in abundance; if the kingdom | 
of Judah, under his government, waxed 
ue e and caſtles and cities : 

of 


— | . 


. 


of ſtone were built, and much buſineſs 
done | in the cities of Judah: we may trace 
a very ſtriking parallel to this deſcription, 


as well in the perſonal character of our 
own ſovereign, as in the proſperous ſtate 


of this kingdom, at the . out of. 


the preſent unfortunate war. 


There is no perſon but, muſt have ob 
| ſerved the large and wide diffuſion of the 
dleſſings of proſperity and peace. We 


* 


have been making one continual progreſs 


in improvement : every work of public 


utility has been carried, day after day, to 


a higher ſtate of perfection: our villages | 
have riſen into towns; and our towns into 
' populous cities: every part of the country 
is made pervious by roads and canals: and 

there is ſcarce a corner of the kingdom in 


. which we do not ſee much buſineſs; ; much 


that contributes to the wealth of indivi- / 
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duals, and to the grandeur ond proſperity 


of the ſtate; that furniſhes, to the whole 
population of the country, the opportu- 
| nity of employment; and recompenſes with 


rewards, at leaſt proportional, the exe rtions | 


of diligence and ingenuity. 


But if we purſue the parallel ſtill farther, = 


we are told, that amidſt all the abundance | 

- which they poſſeſſed, the people of Judah 

9 8 began to be puffed up in their own opi- 

nions, and to relax in their attentions to 
the principles of their religion; and that 
Gon, to puniſh this forgetfulneſs of their 
| duty, put them in fear by reaſon of their 

enemies, and recalled them, i in the hour of 


danger and diſtreſs, to a juſt ſenſe of their 
duty and obedience. 

Perhaps, in this reſpect alſo, our * * 
not extremely diſſimilar. Perhaps, in the 
| exceſs of our late proſperity, we too may 
have. 


ped 


| lbs Fontan the hand from which that 
proſperity came; may have relied too much, 
and too excluſively, on our own abilities 


individually; on our greatneſs and conſe- 


quence as a nation; and may have come to 
ſuch a ſtate of mind, as to require ſome- | 
thing of a check in our career of ' vanity; | 
ſomething of a warning from the approach 
of misfortune, to recal to our recollections 


our ſtate of dependance upon Gop's power, 


to which we, in common with all the race of 2 
5 man, muſt look up for protection; and 
the manifold favours derived from God': 8 


bounty, ſor which we, above all the reſt of 


mankind, ought to have anecafingly looked 
. "3p with gratitude. - : 51 00* 
Perhaps, warnings of remote danger may 
10 have without effect; but now that it is 
become more imminent; now that it ap- 
11 proaches our own doors; now that we be- 
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gin to feel for our ſelves, as well as for diſtant 
ſufferers in the ſame calamity; now that we 

are called upon for the third time, by the 

commands of our ſovereign, to aſſemble in 
the houſe of Gop, and to implore his 
neceſſary aſſiſtance and protection; now, 
perhaps, the moſt worldly-minded chriſ- 
tian amongſt us all may be recalled to a 

a proper ſenſe: of his dependance upon the 

| Almighty; perhaps there may be more 

ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity in our ſupplications 
upon the preſent occaſion; ; perhaps, which 
is moſt devoutly to be wiſhed, HE, who 
from his exalted throne in heaven looks 
down with an eye of pity and forbearance 
on the arrogant proceedings of man, will 
graciouſly liſten to the ſupplicating voice of 
the whole nation; will turn aſide the im- 


pending deſtruction; will graciouſly change 
the hearts and minds of ſuch as have re- 
jected 4 


RE 


jected his name and authority; and will, , 
reſtore to our enemies, as to ourſelves, the 


bleſſings of a ſpeedy, a permanent, and an 
improving ſtate of tranquillity. | 
In this much - wiſned- for, and happy 
event, let us indulge the hope, that the 
parallel, which has hitherto ſo circum- 


3 Hartially correſponded, Tg: not 1 
fail us. 1 % 61.0 


pliſhed, not by their dectruction, but by 


their converſion to thoſe truly peaceable and 
religious principles, which Jxsus CuRIST 


came into the world to eſtabliſh; and 


_ - Which, we are aſſured, will one day hs 
place, when his religion ſhall be more gene- 


an received, and more carneſtly obeyed. 


| Jehoſaphat was Fe) by 4 the de Aruc: 

tion of his enemies: let it be the ſingle 
prayer of the ſovereign and people of this 
nation, that our deliverance may be accom- 


7 4 J 
War is at all times a very ſerious, al a 
very hazardous ſituation: it is, perhaps, 
one of the moſt dreadful calamities that 
can afflict ſociety. Yet is it, in ſome caſes, 
unavoidable; for peace cannot at all times 
be ſecured without an active and vigorous 
proſecution of war. Such ſeems, unfor- 1 85 
tunately, to be the ſituation of this country. 


It does not belong to a miniſter of the 
ps goſpel, ſpeaking from this place, to diſcuſs 


the principles and cauſes of the hoſtilities d 


in which we are engaged: it may be per- 
mitted me, however, to ſay thus much, 
and more I would not wiſh to ſay, That 
: though, there be a difference of ſentiment 
among individuals (and upon what ſubject 
will there not be a difference of opinion 7) 
5 relative to the cauſe of tihs preſent war, yet 
that it has been proved, to the ſatisfaction 
of the e both of the conſtituent | 
om. 


UC a3 
parts of the government, and of the great 
body of the people, that open hoſtilities 
with the French nation became unavoid- 
able, and were neceſſary for the preſerva- 
tion of the exiſtent principles of ſociety. 
Thus driven to extremities againſt our 
_ inclination, we have ſcarce had the choice 
left, but that of war; that laſt, melancholy 
expedient. How long this calamitous ſtate 
of warfare may continue, and to what 
change it may tend-1 m the affairs of the 
empires of the world, Heaven only knows! 
We humbly truſt, that, however diſcordant 
may be the ſentiments of wiſe and expe= 
rienced men, as to the poſſible termination 
of hoſtilities, it forms the eſſential ſpirit of 
the plans, and of the inclination. of thoſe 
þ perſons \ who have the direction of the force 
of this nation, to procure for it the moſt 


ſpeedy, the moſt ſecure, and the moſt Per- 


manent peace. hes 
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Our Saviour hath informed us, that in 


the courſe of human affairs if is impoſe 
fible but that offences muſt come * and he 
adds, by way of caution, but woe unto 


5 thoſe by whom they come.” Events are, 


ö doubtleſs, 1 in the diſpoſition of Providence, 
Who can extract good out of evil: but the 


threat which is thus annexed, and pro- 
nounced by our Saviour againſt all who 
wantonly or carele fly diſturb the peace of 


ſociety, 1 1s awful enough to alarm the breaſts 
of the rulers of the nations of Europe, by 
what name ſoever they may happen to be 
called: © Gop reſiſteth the proud, and ſuch 


« as go about with lies; his ſpirit, indeed, 


is patient and long-ſuffering, but he 


« beareth not the ſword in vain.” 
In caſes of national Iniquiey che i alſo 


this in particular to be remembered, that 
its ; puniſhment takes place in the preſent | 


exiſtence ; 


1 
exiſtence of things; that whereas the indivi- 
dual ſinner may, not unfrequently, receive 
no other puniſhment in this life than the 
pangs of his own guilty conſcience, being re- 
ſerved for the more marked indignation of 
the Lon in that life which is to come here- 
after; the tranſgreſſions of a whole people 
ſeldom fail to bring down upon their heads 


the more immediate and viſible wrath of 
"now Almighty; m manifeſted by the over= 


crow of their temporal proſperity, and by 


___-the infliction of thoſe ſcourges which de- 


folate and deſtroy. 
That the tranſactions which have lately 
taken place i in France on the ſubject of 
religion are to be conſidered as inimical to 
_ chriſtianity, need not, one ſhould think, be 
much diſputed. It is on the ſubject of the 
Chriſtian Religion that the conduct of 
that people is moſt conſpicuous and une- 
7 ö quivocal; 


quivocal; and it is on x the ſame ſubject of 
Chriſtianity, that the conduct of many 
= perſons i in our own country, have verve 
juſtly ſuſpicious. 
In France* they have gloried ; in the 
attempt to aboliſh it altogether: in Eng- 
| land it is attempted to be undermined by 
determined, yet cautious ſteps: its energies 
are weakened by ridicule, or miſdire&ted 
0 by enthuſiaſm. In one country they have ; 
ſhut up their public places of Divine Wor- ; 
ped wie have overthrown the eſtabliſh- | 


* Is is curious to obſerve FO events, 3 
oppoſite, are ſometimes brought to paſs by a ſimilarity 


of proceeding. In 608, Pope Boniface publicly autho- 

riſed Idolatry, by dedicating the Pantheon to the worſhip 

FS of the Virgin Mary, and all the Saints. In 1793 me 
French nation diſpoſleſſes itſelf of this idolatry, by dedi- 

cating the Pantheon to the commemoration of Human 
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ment + of, their religions: and maſlacred, or 
baniſhed its miniſters. In their eagerneſs 
to get rid of the idea of the Divinity, they 
have deified human reaſon; and in their 
anxiety to prevent its revival, and to oblite- : 


rate every memorial of the chriſtian, ſyſtem Eh 


which ſupported it, they have changed the 


very civil diviſions of time; they have 


aboliſhed the obſervation of One day in 
Seven, which preſerved the recollection of 
Creation and Redemption; and they have 
inſtituted, in its ſtead, a new appropria- 
tion of every Tenth day, to commemorate 
what 1 the world will ever call Crimes; and 
what every ſerious believer in the Goſpel 

muſt be obliged to ſtigmatiſe by the name 

| of Impious Idolatry. 
But, however artfully managed, or how 
ever ſtudiouſſy concealed, there are not 
wanting indications of a fimilar 5 and 


„ deſign 


in which ĩt is at preſent) may perhaps, from calculating 


| 20 * 
deſig gn amon 2ſt: ourſelves. . Tf + any public 


| ordinance, i in behalf of religion and ſociety, . 
could be thought leſs liable than another 
to the attacks of the malevolent, it might 
be ſuppoſed t to be the late and preſent pro- 


elamations for a General Faſt; which have 
called us together 1 into the houſe of God, 
to offer up our ſerious petitions for deliver- 


ance Rom impendin gdanger.* Yet, even 


this 


In their EN to obliterata every trace of chriſtianity; | 
the French did not perceive, that, by their new diviſion of 


time, they were about to adopt the prophetic method of 


dividing the months and the year, in the room of the 
Julian; and that by this adoption, they facilitated the 


calculation of events which. had been foretold by chriſ- 
tianity. Some future French Inveſtigatar info religion 


(for chriſtianity will not always be held in the contempt 

W 
events which have come to paſs ſince the eſtabliſhment 
of criſpy, (according to the newly adopted ſyſtem of : 
. 19 5 twelve 3 


L 21 1 
this important and neceſſary act of humili- 
ation of ourſelves before Gop, is deſignedly 
treated, in ſeveral of the public papers of 
twelve months to the year, and thirty FROM to the 
month) be ſurpriſed at their [correſpondence with the 
periods of time, in which it was foretold that they ſhould 
take place. He may be ſtill more ſurpriſed to diſcover, 
that this new diviſion of the year, as he ſuppoſes it, is 
| more ancient than any of the received modes of dividing 
it that have prevailed | in Europe; and that, by an ad- 
| herence to it, even the remarkable event of the diminu- N 
tion of the Papal Power, in the deſtruction of its great 
ſupporter, the monarchical government of France, has, 
by fair interpretation, been pre-affixed to the very year 
almoſt in which it has taken place. The Rev. Mr. 
Fleming, who publiſhed his famous Diſcourſe upon 
the Prophecies of the Revelations in the year 1701, firſt 
+ diſcovered the cauſe of the former miſtakes in calculating 
events; and pointed out an eafy method of aſcertaining 
the agreement between the fact foretold, and the fact 
accompliſhed. By a very ſimple proceſs of common 


8 OO he has proved, that if we ſubtract 18 years | 
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: the 4 71 and in various other publications, 
as a ſymptom. of folly, of hypocriſy, and 
even of impiety. Religion itſelf is made: 
the jeſt of ſome men, and the ſcorn of 


. * is called M an affair of the 


— 1 — 1 — — a _ > — A — 


i the Julian 1 we hall age the point in | 
queſtion of the prophetic period. ¶ See his Book, p. 53. ; 
The elucidations of this excellent divine ſhew us how 


much order and hiſtorical regularity is contained in the 


Book of Revelations. His bock is full of good ſenſe, 
*candid inquiry, and rational interpretation : he ſeems to 


| have no other object in view but Truth, and the 


Honour of Chriſtianity. He conjectures with modeſty, | 
and ſubmits his conjectures to the inveſtigation of every 
ſober and rational man. He does not, like our modern 


_ enthuſiaſts, Mr. Brothers and Mr. Halhed, pick up, 
"M0 random, a prophecy from every corner of the Bible, 


and apply them all, indiſcriminately; to the preſent ſtate 
of things, with an intent of raiſing. themſelves into con- 


5 ſequence, by falſly exciting the fears of the common 
people, and thus bringing religion ſelf 1 into conta, | 
through the medium of enthuſiaſm, 


heart 


* 231 


hh heart and of che! imagination, by one claſs 


of unbelievers; it is ſtigmatiſed as a mere 


0 political engine by another; with reaſon 
and good ſenſe, & they all boldly aſſert, that 
it has nothing to do. Such artful inſinu- | 
ations, however, and ſuch bold attacks, | 
againſt the influence, and againſt the truth 
of our holy religion, have paſſed neither 
_ undiſcovered, nor unreproved, - nor un- 


„ 


„ It is recommended to all who aſſert that chriſtianity 


is not founded on reaſon and good. ſenſe, to read a book, 


lately publiſhed, called © Paley's Evidence of Chrifti- 
0 anity ;” in two octavo volumes. If, after a diligent 
peruſal of this admirable work, compared with the New 
Teſtament itſelf, they perſiſt in their aſſertion, it may be... 
_ queſtioned, whether the charge of want of reaſon” and 
gcoil ſenſe, does not recoil upon themſelves ? 
I See the excellent Charges of the Biſhops of Lon- 
don and Lincoln: alſo a volume of Sermons admirably _ 
"OO" to the Mm times, by the Rev. Mr. Nares. 
5 . anſwered. 
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anſwered. The perſeverance | in repelling 
_ theſe falſe attacks will, it is to be hoped, 
be as energetic as that by which they may Is 
continue to be made. The advocates of 

a chriſtianity will neither be laughed out of 
their principles, nor reaſoned out of their 
ſenſibilities: they are convinced of the truth 
of thoſe facts upon which they ground 


their faith; and they glory in the reaſon- 


able and juſt poſſeſſion of thoſe hopes of a 
future and everlaſting life, which the Au- 


thor of chriſtianity has promiſed, and which 


the Author of chriſtianity will moſt un- 
doubtedly fulfil, 


One great uſe, however, may be derived 


8 from the exiſtence of evil; it may operate 


by example. Of the. dangers mto which : 
we ſee others fall, it 18 our duty to be 
more particularly cautious: and from the 
viſible bad effects of violence abroad, we 

may 


„ 
may learn patience and forbearance among 
each other at home. If we be ſhocked at 
the confuſion which exiſts in a neighbour- 
ing country, this conſideration may ſerve 
to unite us more firmly together in the 
preſervation, both from external and inter- 
nal violence, of that admirable conſtitution 
under which we live, It has been the joint | 
and unwearied labour of the beſt and wiſeſt 
of dur anceſtors to form and eſtabliſh it; 
and, we truſt, that it will be our firſt 
determination, as it is our firſt ſocial duty, 
to deliver it down uninjured to our poſ- 
terity, as the beſt legacy which! it is in our 
power to bequeath them. 5 
If this be the ſpirit which is kindled i ia 
our boſoms, as well by the contemplation 
1 of the crimes and follies of our neighbours, 


as by the reflection on our own paſt of- 


; fences as a nation; we may approach with 
- » confidence, 


1. 26 ] 
1 confidence, though with humility, the | 
throne of our Gop; and, tendering to him 
our repentance for thoſe things wherein we 
have ſinned, may beſeech him to make 
thoſe, who yet blindly err, ſenſible of their 
error; and to bleſs and proſper in us, who 
ſee the faults whereof we have been guilty, 
our ſincere endeavours to atone for them, : 
and to amend them.. | 

But there is one point, naturally inling | 
from theſe conſideration s, of no {mall 1 im- 
portance to all Chriſtians at all times, but 
of more urgent and preſſing conſequence, 
as it affects the immediate feelings and 
purpoſes which have occaſioned our preſent 


appearance in the houſe of Gop. This 


1s, the reaſonable perſuaſion that Gop can 
be induced, by prayer, to change a denun- 7 
ciation which he has once made. Of this ; 
Juſt and comfortable aſſurance, the enemies 
of 


127 


of revealed reign are particularly ſtu- 
dious to deprive us. To all the reaſons 
and arguments which they are fond of 
alledging i in ſupport of their poſition, that 
the Deity never can change his purpoſe, 
we content ourſelves with producing ſome 
remarkable inſtances, in which the Deity 
has been induced to change his purpoſe of 


|  threatenied deſtruction, in conſequence of 


the repenting ſupplications of the offenders. 
The recovery of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah; and the repentance and forgiveneſs 


of the people of Nineveh, are deciſive upon 


this queſtion. 


To the infirm king, it was een mid 15 


5 a prophet of Gop, Set thy houſe in 


* order, for thou ſhalt ate, and not live!” —yet, 


; ere the holy meſſenger of theſe fatal tidings 
had well left the palace, he was ordered to 


a return; and to ſay, that the 7 of the 
nt 


[8] 


repentant King had been heard, a were 


granted; and that his nie was to be pro- 
longed fifteen years. 


To the diſſipated and 5 inhabitarits 5 


of Nineveh, it was announced by another 

Prophet, that in forty days Nineveh ſhould | 
be deſtroyed.” And the people, with their 
1 ſovereign , feared and repented, offering up 
their petitions in ſackcloth and aſhes. 
This ſentence was alſo reverſed, and the 

| Almighty condeſcended even to reply to 

the objections of the diſappointed prophet 

whom he had ſent, by the well-known ſtory 

of the gourd, that withered away: Thou 


* haſt pity,” ſaith he, cc on the gourd, for 2 


the which thou haſt not laboured, nei- 
ther madeſt it to grow, which came up . 
* in a night, and periſhed in a night and 


* ſhould not I ſpare Nineveh, that great 


. wherein are more than ſixſcore 


0 thouſand 


1 


[29] 
« thouſand. perſons that cannot diſcern be- 
e tween their right-hand and their left; 
e and alſo much cattle!” 
The benevolence of the Deity, fo far 
from wiſhing to execute the threat, extends 
its mercy, without delay, to the prayer of 
the repentant ſuppliants, and marks out, 
| as an additional object of its e the 
very cattle of the field. 
In the Hiſtory of the Old and New 
5 Teſtament, we find numerous other in- 
ſtances of nations adhering to Gov, and 
being happy; of their forſaking Gop, 
and being puniſhed or deſtroyed. But in 
5 no inſtance do we trace the immediate 
effects of the Divine Favour, or the Divine ; 
Wrath, ſo conſpicuouſly diſplayed, as in 
the caſe of the children of Iſrael. T hey 
: obeyed the commands of the Almighty, 72 
. a were eee, ** rebel led, and 
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© were puniſhed ; they repented of their ſins, 
and turned themſelves again unto the Lozy 
their Gop, and they were forgiven, and 
| delivered from the hands of their enemies. 


But we ſhall find, that in every inſtance, | 
in which they undertook, or perſevered i in 


any undertaking, without imploring the 
protection of the Lorp their Gop, they 
_uniformly failed of ſucceſs. 


From the portion of ſcripture which I 


have choſen for the illuſtration of the ob- 
jet of our preſent ſolemn meeting in the 
houſe of Gop, we find a very clear and 


ſatisfactory account of Jehoſaphat, one of 


their res who feared and truſted | in the 


The hiſtory of JehoGiphat, bins of Judah, m his : 


piety and good works; of his wealth, errors, and repent- 


ance ; and, finally, of his apprehenſions, and of his deli- 
verance, are all recorded in the 17th, 18th, r9th, and 


: 20th chapters of the ſecond 6 dos of Chronicles. 


| : Lorp; 


Tl 
Lon D; and who ſought deliverunee from 
the attacks of his enemies, not in his own 
power alone, but! in the protection of the 
moſt High Gop. He proclaimed a faſt, 
« he ſet himſelf, together with his people, 
«to ſeek the Lokp, in whoſe hands 18 
power, and whom no one is able to 
0 withſtand. He profeſſed to have no 
might againſt the great company that 


came up againſt them—he knew not 


What to do: but his eyes were upon his 
ce © Gop. Then came the ſpirit of the Lozy 
e upon a prophet in the midſt of the con- 


© gregation; and he ſaid, Hearken ye, * 


of Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſa- 

lem, and thou king, Jehoſaphat, thus 
“ faith the Lozp unto you, Be not afraid, 

e nordiſmayed by reaſon of this great mul- 

S titude, for the battle is not your's, but 

' « Gop's,. Then Jchoſaphat the king 
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* bowed down with his face to the earth 
cc in the temple of the Lord, and all the 
* inhabitants of Jeruſalem fell down before 
« the Lord; and they praiſed the LoRD 


«© Gon of Ifrael with a loud voice on high, 


« and the king ſtood and ſaid, —Hear ye 
* me, 0 Judah! and ye inhabitants of 
.< Jeruſalem, put your truſt in the Lon | 
your Gov, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed; 
a believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper.” 


The ſituation of this king of Judah, and 


of his people of Jeruſalem, has been al- 
5 ready found remarkably coincident, in a 


variety of circumſtances, with the preſent 


ſituation of our ſovereign and his kingdoms. 


He too hath proclaimed a faſt, and hath 


ſet himſelf with his people to ſeek the Lox, 
in whoſe hand-is power, and whom no one 


can withſtand. And let us too, in the . 
true 


1 


erue ſpirit of N ene confidence, exclaim,, 

„ We fear not, neither are we afraid.” 

We are all here aſſembled in the houſe 
of Gop, to worſhip the Loxy Gop, hum- 

| bly to acknowledge our own fins, earneſtly 
to ſupplicate his gracious protection from 
the enemy, and to praiſe him with a loud 

voice on high. 

Hear then, O ye inhabitants of theſe 
| kingdoms, —put your ' truſt in the Lozp 
your Gov, and ye ſhall be eſtabliſhed; 
believe in his only ſon Jzsvs Cunrsr, and 

ye ſhall warts in all Tu 11909 
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